Christmas Cards from the Minor Prophets




The Judgment and Joy of the King
Zephaniah 1:1-9; 3:9-20
Overview
Zephaniah’s “Christmas card” offers a brief glimpse into the expansive beauty of the gospel. God is both the just judge and the gracious savior. In Jesus, God has taken away the judgments against us—so we can sing and rejoice in his gift of salvation. And when we accept his gift, God himself rejoices and sings over us.  

Notes

Judgment (1:1-9)


Salvation (3:9-13)



Joy (3:14-20)





Communion
Communion points us to the judgment and joy of King Jesus. He endured the judgment of the cross for the joy set before him—the joy of bringing his people home. If you are in Jesus, then God’s heart toward you is no longer judgment but joy!

Reflection Questions
1. How is the Spirit convicting or encouraging you from this passage? 
2.  We don’t like to think about God’s judgment. What is your reaction to passages like Zephaniah 1?
3. Why should we view God’s judgment as something good instead of something bad?
4. Scripture describes God as both the just Judge and the patient Savior. How can these both be true? 
5. According to Zephaniah 3:17, what is God’s heart toward you?

Prayer Prompts
1. Confess to God that, apart from Jesus, you deserve his judgment.
2. Praise God for taking away the judgments against you and placing them on Jesus instead.
3. Ask God to help you believe that because of Jesus, he really does love you and rejoice over you as much as he says he does.
