Christmas Cards from the Minor Prophets
The Character of the Coming King
Nahum 1
Overview
The visit of a family member often gives space and opportunity for reflection. The question typically driving the conversation is: What has happened in your life since the last time we saw one another? There is one of two directions this conversation might go.



Notes
What does Nahum do in this passage?
· Nahum reminds the people who their God is.
· He proclaims the Lord’s judgment against Nineveh. And then he tells the people how to respond.
· In Judah’s long waiting, Nahum reminds them that God is not absent and uncaring. God is with them and God will save them by destroying his enemies. The same is true for us. 	






Personal Application 
We must remember that God is not absent in our waiting, but he is with us and he will save us. How do we do we remember this truth?  This passage teaches us that we should do three things:   
1. Consider your God (2-8).
2. Count on God’s Justice (9-14).
3. Keep God’s commands (15).





Reflection Questions
1. Think of the last time you walked through suffering. How often did you think about God and were those thoughts shaped by what Scripture says about God?
2. What truths about God have you found helpful to think about in the midst of suffering?
3. Think about God's wrath, justice, patience, and goodness together. How do those four attributes of God together help us to endure suffering/injustice?
4. What truths about God help you in the midst of your suffering?
5. How is the defeat of Nineveh an encouragement to us today? It was so long ago, how is it relevant to our troubles?
6. Why would Nahum end with a command to obey? How does salvation and obedience to God's commands relate to one another?
