Redemption in the Wilderness

Testing in the Desert
Exodus 17:1-7
Overview
The testing of Israel in the wilderness continues as they camp at Rephidim and find no water. They grumble and complain to Moses, putting Yahweh to the test, showing their lack of faith. Jesus the true Israel, in wilderness testing of his own, submits himself to the will of the Father. 
Notes
1. The problem – no water (vv1-4)

2. The Provision – water from a rock (vv5-7)

Application
Grumbling vs Gratitude

Discussion Questions
1. What does complaining/grumbling reveal about us?
2. What can be learned from Moses’ response to the Israelites?
3. How is God’s testing beneficial to our lives?
4. How might one learn to be driven, not by passions and cravings, but by the Word and Spirit of God?
5. What situation in your life right now temps you to grumble?
6. What are some practical ways to cultivate thankfulness?
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