A Faith that Works


The Problem with Planning
James 4:13-17
Overview
We tend to think too highly of ourselves and our ability to plan the future. James points out the sobering reality that we are not in control—and the arrogance of acting like we are. One of the ways our faith “works” is by submitting to and doing God’s will instead of our own. 

Notes

Two Problems with Plans

1. The future is unknown: you cannot predict tomorrow (v. 14a)

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Your life is fleeting: you may not be here tomorrow (v. 14b)




Two Steps toward Humility

1. Acknowledge that God is in control (v. 15) 

2. Admit the evil of claiming God’s role (v. 16)




Two Realities to Remember

1. Don’t overestimate your ability to plan tomorrow (vv. 13-16) 

2. Don’t underestimate your ability to do good today (v. 17)








Reflection Questions
1. What attitude or action is the Spirit convicting you about from 
this passage? 
2. Should Christians make plans for the future? If so, how? 
3. Why is it good news that God is in charge of the future? 
4. When you next plan something, how will you acknowledge that God is in control, and you are not?
5. What is a good thing you know to do… but need some encouragement to actually do it? 

Prayer Prompts
1. Thank God for being the one in charge of your future.
2. Confess the ways you have been arrogant in your planning.
3. Ask God to help you seek and submit to his will in your plans.
4. Ask God to help you recognize and act on the opportunities he gives you to do good. 
