
A Study in the Book of Ecclesiastes 

 

 

 

“Finding Joy in Life Against the 
Backdrop of Death’s Darkness” 

ECCLESIASTES 9:1-12 
Overview 

Most humans would affirm the statement “Life under the sun is 

full of ‘dangers, toils and snares.’”  If they don’t agree with this 

statement, either they didn’t understand the question or they simply 

haven’t lived very long! Jesus said it this way “In the world you 

will have tribulation (or difficulties), but take heart, I have 

overcome the world. (John 16:33) Death is the inevitable and 

unpredictable enemy of man. How should the followers of Jesus 

Christ live with the inevitable darkness of death approaching? 

With all of the challenges and unpredictability life brings, God has 

created His people to live with great purpose and enjoyment.  

Notes 

1. Death is no respecter of persons - The same event happens 

to all, (vv. 1-6) 
 

 

2. While you have life, enjoy the life your Creator has given 

to you!  (vv. 7-10) 
 

 

3. Death is inevitable and is unpredictable (vv. 11-12) 
 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. Spend some time reflecting about this:  What is eating 

away at your enjoyment of the days you have been given?  

1. Is it something you want and don’t yet have?  

2. Is it something you think you deserve that you 

weren’t given?  

3. Is it looking to the wrong sources for what might 

satisfy you?  

4. Is it something else?  

2. As you face the inevitability of your own death, what do 

you think about it?   

1. Is it something you refuse to think about?   

2. Is it something you think about too often?   

3. Is it something that you have peace with because of 

the Giver of life? 

4. Is it something for which you are presently 

preparing yourself?Through the investment of time? 

Through the investment of treasure? Through the 

investment of talent? 

3. What is the difference between the enjoyment of life given 

by our Creator/Owner and the worldly philosophy of relax, 

eat, drink and be merry?   

4. What are some of the dangers you experience in living an 

intentional God-honoring life? What are some ”guardrails” 

you have put in place to stay faithful on the path of living 

for Jesus? 

5. How does God’s wisdom enable God’s people to live 

joyfully knowing that death is inevitable and that we don’t 

know what tomorrow will bring?   

1. How does this differ from the world’s wisdom?  

2. As you contrast these two perspectives, where do 

you see the need for increased conformity to how 

God’s wisdom informs your daily choices? 
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