
 

Following Jesus Christ at the Cross 
MARK 15 

Overview 

While from a human perspective the cross of Jesus Christ is an odd and 

offensive centerpiece, in the sight of God it is both precious and powerful.  

For it was there that the single most important event in human history took 

place - the fulfillment of the promises of God to save His people from their 

sins.  In the cross we see the love of God displayed, the mercy of God 

demonstrated, and the justice of God satisfied. 

 

Notes 

 

The cross is central to the story of Jesus that Mark is relating to his original 

readers...non-Jewish or Gentile believers living under persecution in 

Rome...and to us in the 21st century!   

 

 

...the cross is central to the entire storyline of the Bible which tells us where 

we came from, who we were created for, where we went wrong and how 

we can be made right with the One who created us!    

 

 

Man’s way is self-preservation and self-centeredness, while God’s way is 

the selfless, self-sacrificial giving up of Himself in order to be “a ransom for 

many” as Jesus had told his followers that He would be in Mark 10:45. 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. Are you, like the Roman centurion, positioning yourself to see 
Jesus?  If so, what impact is that having on your life from day to 
day?   

2. How did Jesus demonstrate His trust in the plan of HIs Father?  Are 
there specific ways in your life that you are consciously following 
the Father’s plan? 

3. In verses 6-15, what points of irony regarding Pilate’s interaction 
with Jesus stand out to you? 

4. Mark tells the reader (v. 15) that Pilate “wish[ed] to satisfy the 
crowd” showing his desire to please others.  How has the fear of 
man been a factor in your life?  How, as a follower of Jesus, are you 
overcoming this pervasive human problem with the Lord’s help? 

5. As you consider what Mark communicates about Simon, what 
discipleship lessons are there for you to learn?  How does what 
Mark illustrate to the reader in ch 15 tie back to Mark 8:31-38? 

6. In verses 30 and 32 Jesus is challenged to come down from the 
cross by those who are mocking Him.  How does Jesus define this 
mockery in His rebuke of Peter in Mark 8:39?  What are some ways 
you are actively practicing setting your mind on the things of God?  
How can you be encouraging others to do likewise? 

7. Read Psalm 22.  As you think about the rhetorical question Jesus 
asks on the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken Me?,” 
are there some specific things you thank God for concerning what 
Jesus endured for you? 

8. As you consider the confession of the Roman centurion of Jesus as 
the Son of God, what attributes of God do you contemplate as you 
think about His amazing work in the life of an individual?  How 
might this motivate you to pray concerning missions in hard 
places? 

9. In Mark 15:38 Mark tells the readers about the curtain in the 
temple being torn in two, from top to bottom.  As a result of 
reading through Mark 15 this week how has your understanding of 
the Gospel message been sharpened?  Are there specific people 
you are planning to tell that Jesus alone saves?  How are you 
specifically praying for those opportunities? 

10. Was there anything you learned about Joseph of Arimathea that 
encouraged you?  As a follower of Jesus, what evidence is there in 
your life that you, like Joseph of Arimathea, are looking for the 
kingdom of God?  Are you taking someone else along with you on 
that journey? 


