
Purpose [re]defined 

Colossians 1:24-29 

 

Have you ever attempted to master something only to find that it mastered you?  For instance, I 

studied music in college and found after years of intense study I could no longer listen to music 

without dissecting it automatically.  My normal listening ears were forever changed. 

 

You may have invested yourself in basketball to such a degree that you can no longer watch a 

game without evaluating every play and every call.  You now get lost in the details without even 

knowing it.  You may be an English teacher and can’t help but critique grammar in every 

conversation you have. 

 

This exposes a given rule – what we invest the most time in consumes and shapes who we 

are.  This is often a positive outcome, although certainly, some pursuits can be negative.  But let 

me ask you: What in your life currently masters you?  What most fills your heart and mind?  Is 

that what you want to be mastered by? 

 

If you are like the entire 7 billion other people in this world, the rug just got pulled out from 

under you in the last few weeks.  Your rhythms were jolted, your progress halted, and your goals 

got bumped a bit.  It probably forced you to evaluate some things in your life and the Scripture 

must inform that process. 

 

That is why we are engaging God’s Word this morning.  It gives us clarity on what, or who 

should master our hearts and our purpose.  I’m all for fun hobbies and pursuits, even to the point 

that they become natural to us.  But there must be one prominent pursuit, Jesus. 

 

Colossians 1.24-29 serves as a rudder to our lives and guides us to see that Jesus is the Master 

who fills our purpose and pursuits.  The good news is that pandemics don’t stop that reality.  It is 

not geographically bound.  But it is something you need to steward.  

 

My premise is simple: Christ shapes your purpose so be purposeful in him with your whole 

life.  I’ll unpack that as we go so please follow along as I read Colossians 1.24-29 with an 

emphasis on verses 27-29.  [READ]. 

 

The apostle Paul gave his life for Christ and the Christian mission.  He was mastered by 

Jesus.  He recognized that involved suffering which he gladly accepted because he knew that 

through suffering Christ’s redemption would reach the nations.  That’s what it means to fill up 

what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions (vs 24).  Nothing is missing in Christ’s atonement.  What is 

missing is connecting that atonement to those who have not heard of Jesus.  The apostle Paul was 

driven by that.  He said in Acts 20.24… 

  

Acts 20.24 – But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I 

may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 

the gospel of the grace of God. 

  



Jesus was the focal point and the entire goal of God’s plan to save sinners.  He was the goal of 

Paul’s life, too.  In the death and resurrection of Jesus, the redemptive plan of God was explicitly 

revealed, no longer a mystery that needed to be explained, and Paul fulfilled his purpose in life 

as he followed Christ and made Christ known. 

 

Verse 27, then, reveals the first truth related to our purpose.  Your purpose begins with Christ in 

you because that is God’s purpose for you.  It is a key treasure of the Gospel.  You once were far 

from God.  You were kicked out of the garden along with Adam and Eve.  But now, by faith in 

Christ, you are not only welcomed back to him but he also made his way into you.  He promised 

it… 

  

Jn 14.23 – “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and 

we will come to him and make our home with him. 

  

You may object and say, “But you don’t know my past.  Christ wants nothing to do with 

me.”  Or, “I’m not good enough,” or, “I don’t feel like he’s very close.”  I get those concerns but 

they simply don’t hold up to the sovereign will of King Jesus. 

 

Christ is in you, Kossuth, and he isn’t going anywhere. Therein lies your identity which we 

talked about three weeks ago at the start of this series.  It is the person of Christ who forms the 

identity of your life.  Christ in you defines you. 

 

Now, while Christ in you is a key treasure of the Gospel, an essential outcome is Christ from 

you.  We see this in verse 28.  Christ we proclaim.  This means that the Person of Christ in you 

forms the proclamation of Christ from you.  This is about the heart because whatever has your 

heart also consumes your mouth.  

 

You naturally talk about what most excites you, be it sports, grandkids, your goals, or the latest 

book you enjoyed.  That is to be human but none of these things can have a monopoly on your 

heart.  That is Christ’s place.  And if Christ is on the throne of your heart then he is also on the 

tip of your tongue.  

 

This is where Jesus invades your relationships and shapes your vocabulary.  Christ must be the 

focus of your life and the goal of your relationships.  This creates an interdependence.  If you 

want to experience Christ in you more fully, you need other Christians for that to become a 

greater reality.  Let me be clear: You cannot have more or less of Christ in you – he is an 

undivided person.  You cannot have more of Christ in you but you need less of you to experience 

more of him.  That process requires proclamation, or Gospel conversation, the message of Jesus 

in a way that challenges, warns, and teaches one another toward life in Christ, as Colossians 3.16 

says… 

  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 

to God. 

 



This finally brings us to the intended aim.  A treasure of the Gospel is Christ in you, which 

results in Christ from you (in your words) all to see Christ visible among you.  Maturity in Christ 

is to look more and more like Christ.  This forms your purpose and our purpose as a church.  

 

If Jesus is the picture of perfection, which he is, then it is paramount to want to see Christ 

everywhere and in everyone, as the passage says “warning everyone,” “teaching everyone,” that 

we may “present everyone.”  Our aim is that many around the globe can be little Christs in this 

world for the glory of Christ.  John Hannah put it this way… 

  

God did not make men and women so they could spend their time and creative energies 

on themselves.  They were made to reflect in their characters and activities the very 

character and activities of God…so God will be glorified in beholding himself in his 

creatures (How Do We Glorify God, 19). 

  

Christ is glorified as he sees himself in his people.  This redefines your purpose and our church’s 

purpose in a significant way.  You pursue evangelism not primarily so people are saved from 

their sins (as awesome as that is) but so that Christ is more visible in this world to his glory.  

 

You listen to this sermon not primarily because it’s the Word of God (as important as that is) but 

because Jesus will become more visible in your life as a result which brings him glory.  

 

You engage in relationships in your Community Group not primarily because it’s good 

fellowship (as much as we encourage that) but because you as a group will cause Christ to shine 

more gloriously in this world as you resemble him. 

 

This weighs heavily on me as a pastor in this season.  You cannot put Christ on the shelf and you 

cannot put your relationships on hold during this pandemic.  Practice social distancing but don’t 

go radio silent.  We cannot gather as the church but don’t stop being the church. 

 

God has seen fit to disrupt your usual rhythms and that is a gift.  You have been forced to relook 

at your life, its trajectory, and your pursuits.  Retail stores stole this very idea from God.  In her 

book Good Habits/Bad Habits, author Wendy Wood explains that stores increase revenue by 

rearranging their layout.  You used to beeline to the milk, eggs, and ice cream, passing by 

everything you didn’t care about.  In a remodel, you now have to form new rhythms and pass by 

all those products you don’t need but now purchase anyway.  God forced a remodel in our world 

and now you are looking at everything again.  Good.  

 

Where is the “Christ in you” a distant dogma rather than a life-giving experience?  Where do you 

see a lack of health in your walk with God?  Do you treasure Christ?  You may not have a 

commute anymore so use that time for Bible reading and prayer.  Pick up journaling.  Pray 

through a Psalm.  Experience Christ in you by reshaping your rhythms toward him. 

 

Where has the “Christ from you” become mute?  Is Jesus on your lips?  When was the last time 

you brought him into a conversation with your spouse, with your kids?  Parents, there has never 

been a better time to start reading the Bible and praying as a family.  Make Christ central in the 

vocabulary of your home. 



 

Don’t miss your Community Group or Discipleship Group connections.  Engage and keep Christ 

central as you challenge and teach one another from the Word. 

 

Ask God to help you interact with that friend in your life who doesn’t know Jesus.  Everyone’s 

scared right now so call and ask how she is doing.  Offer to pray.  Offer to read the Bible 

together over the phone. 

 

The greatest waste in this pandemic would not be lost jobs, an empty pantry, or a broken 

economy but that Christ wasn’t visible in his people during this global event.  That’s on us, 

church.  Kossuth Street Baptist Church doesn’t get a pass from being a community of disciple-

makers toward the Great Commission because of a virus.  No, this is your opportunity to reflect 

the glory of Christ by being Christ in this mess, not because you have what it takes, but, as verse 

29 says, because Christ has what it takes as he works in you and through you. 

 

Jesus is doing something in this world.  He always has been.  He is taking you toward a day, 

what verse 28 calls a day of presentation.  All of time is moving toward that profound event in 

which you will see Christ face to face.  Every millennia from Day 1 of Creation to the last is 

moving toward that moment.  And every taste of “Christ in you” combined with “Christ from 

you” prepares you. 

 

Pandemics, wars, celebrations, the worst of days and the best of days are opportunities to taste 

the glory of Christ together in the here and now as we become more like Christ.  These are 

unique days but not so unique that we should act like we’ve forgotten our purpose and our 

mission.  We are not the church gathered this morning.  We are the church scattered these weeks 

but our purpose remains and we are right where God wants us. 

 

For thousands of years God’s people have sojourned in a world not their own, pursuing Christ 

and proclaiming Christ that others would see Christ and become like Christ.  It is the normal 

agenda of every Christian.  

 

So, Kossuth, don’t waste these days.  Dig deeper in your walk with Christ and experience Christ 

in you.  Reach further into your relationships as you proclaim Christ from you and then more 

clearly see Christ among you.  When Christ owns the heart then he owns the mouth, and when he 

owns the mouth the world doesn’t stand a chance.  Let Christ own your heart and fill your mouth 

for the glory of his name and the good of his people.  Amen. 


