
 

From Madness to Mercy 

MARK 5:1-20 
Overview 

What is impossible for a human being is possible with God. Both in the 

account of the calming of the storm (Mark 4:35-41) and the healing of the 

man with the demon (Mark 5:1-20), we see the glory of the deity of Jesus in 

how he handles both of these humanly impossible situations. The order and 

calm which result from Jesus taming the forces of nature in the storm and 

evil in the life of the demon-possessed man demonstrate His power, His 

greatness, and His worthiness is to be recognized and to be praised in our 

practice of truth. 

 

Notes 

A. Description of the man with the unclean spirit (5:1-6) 
 

 

 

B. Dramatic encounter of the man with Jesus (5:7-10) 
 

 

 

 

 

C. Doom in the Decapolis: the demise of two thousand pigs! (5:11-13) 
 

 

 

D. Departure of Jesus from the Decapolis: the declaration of what the 
Lord had done for him (5:14-20) 

 

 

 

Personal Application 

As you evaluate your life heading into 2020, what are the challenges you 

are facing? What you are learning about who Jesus is and how, as a 

follower of Jesus, you should be responding? What are some specific steps 

you will commit to taking when challenges or impossible situations arise in 

your life? 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. How would you evaluate your relationship to people versus 
possessions? How should you be asking God for His help to make 
changes in this area? 

2. What does the theme of obedience to the Master and Savior Jesus 
seen in Mark 5:1-20 spark in you?  How does your obedience 
measure up to the man who had the unclean spirit?  

3. Being with Jesus was clearly important to the man once the 
unclean spirit was gone. Do you have a desire to be with Jesus?   
How does this express itself in your life? How might you grow in 
spending time with your Master and Savior in 2020? 

4. At the outset of this New Year, as you ponder how much the Lord 
has done for you, what does your list look like? What are the never 
ending mercies of God (Lamentations 3:22-23) in your life that you 
always can be talking to others about? 


