a Jesus
Christmas
Summary

God is all about reversals. Isaiah 9 describes an instance where God
would step in and reverse the situation for Israel. The Assyrians
oppressed the Israelites. This came as a result of Israel’s decision to
forsake God and his covenant. However, all along God knew he would
reverse the situation for his people. He would reverse gloom to glory,
darkness to light, and oppression to freedom. He would do this through a
Child yet to be born–King Jesus.

Outline

A Child is Born

Introduction
Every human being is born under the dominion of sin. Each of us
found ourselves in spiritual darkness and under spiritual oppression.
We were at one time without hope and without God in this world. Yet
God reversed our situation by this Child to be born. Isaiah 9 is the
Gospel, another explanation of God’s plan to save his people and
reverse their situation by his grace.
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Outline Cont’d

1. God works radical reversals for his people [v1-5].

2. God works these radical reversals in his Son, Jesus Christ [v6-7].

Reflection Questions
1. Of the reversals described in this passage which stood out to you most and why?
Can you relate to any of them personally? They were (1) gloom to glory, (2) darkness
to light, (3) warfare to peace, and (4) oppression to freedom.
2. In the Gospel we see all four of these as well. Take some time to discuss your
situation before faith in Christ and your situation after faith in Christ. What reversals
did God work for you personally?
3. What do you learn about God from the truth that it is through a child that he
would work these reversals?
4. Of the four titles in verse 6 which stood out to you and why? How do these
attributes of God encourage you personally?
5. What reversal are you asking God to work in your life presently? Is there a
different dark situation or experience of oppression you are asking God to reverse
for you? Spend time as a group praying for one another on these matters.
6. How is God impacting you through this passage? Is there something new to
believe or is there some way God wants you to rest in him and celebrate his work in
your life?
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